
While we prepare to start…

How to ask a question:
• Click the raise your hand button of the GoToWebinar toolbar. This will allow 

us to call on you and unmute your line to ask your question.

• Submit your question on the Questions tab of the GoToWebinar toolbar.

• Email elizabeth.dressel@state.mn.us

A recording of the webinar and a copy of the slides will be posted online after 
the webinar concludes: https://mich.mn.gov/weekly-webinar

Unfortunately, we will not be able to troubleshoot any audio issues you are 
having.
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Weekly Webinar: 
Statewide Updates on COVID-19 and Homelessness

November 16, 2022



Agenda

Time Topic

1:00 – 1:05 Welcome and opening remarks

1:05 – 1:30 Updates from state agencies

1:30 – 1:55 Questions and answers

1:55 - 2:00 Closing remarks and adjourn

mich.mn.gov 311/16/2022



We need your help spreading the word

• For announcements about these calls, sign up for Minnesota Housing’s 
eNews

• http://www.mnhousing.gov/sites/np/enews

• Select “Topics and Issues for Providers Serving People Experiencing 
Homelessness”

• Please encourage your colleagues to do so!
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Newsletter Opportunity for People with Lived Experience

• Are you interested in learning about opportunities to share your expertise and 
ideas on the work to prevent and end homelessness? 

• Individuals who have or are currently facing homelessness can sign up for a 
new newsletter list to receive updates about opportunities to share their ideas 
and expertise. 

• The newsletters will be sent as new opportunities are available to share. 

• Sign up for the newsletter here
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLt6gI31a_I1YdHDUCiYqj0lP8GijB5Wb7olViSJWJvV243A/viewform


December Speakers Bureau

• Opportunity each month for individuals with lived experience of 
homelessness to share their ideas with the webinar audience.

• Help us spread the word about this opportunity. 
Check out this flyer for more details.

• Email elizabeth.dressel@state.mn.us or call 651-248-
5548 with any questions or to sign up for the Speakers Bureau.

• Next Speakers Bureau will be Wednesday, December 7 at 1:00 
p.m. and the prep session will be on Tuesday, December 6 at 3:00 p.m.
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Check out the MICH website
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Justice Strategic Planning Process: Stay connected and share 
your thoughts
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• https://mich.mn.gov/justice-
strategic-plan#phase-two

• Review results and share 
your reactions and thoughts

• Agency teams beginning the 
work with consultants to 
develop strategies

https://mich.mn.gov/justice-strategic-plan#phase-two


Webinar Changes

• Webinars switching from weekly to monthly

• Webinar on the first Wednesday of the month from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.

• We will increase frequency as needed

• Continue to stay in touch with us

• Ongoing work with justice strategic plan and legislative work

• Website and newsletter coming biweekly

• Email us at the MDH congregate email for COVID support and Elizabeth for MICH
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COVID-19 Therapeutics Navigator

Tia Bastian| Epidemiologist | COVID-19 Highly Impacted Settings Unit
11/16/222



COVID-19 therapeutics

• People who test positive for COVID-19 and are at higher risk of becoming 
very sick may benefit from available COVID-19 medications 

• Medications can help prevent severe illness, hospitalization, and death from 
COVID-19

• Medications are widely available in the state

• COVID-19 medications are not a substitute for prevention 

• It is still recommended to get vaccinated and take other steps to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19
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MDH COVID-19 Medications, https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/meds.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://aspr.hhs.gov/TestToTreat/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/meds.html


Eligibility for COVID-19 therapeutics

Test positive for 
COVID-19

At higher risk of severe 
illness

Have COIVD-19 
symptoms 

(mild to moderate)

Within 5-7 days of 
symptom onset
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Barriers

Learned from July therapeutics survey that some shelters face barriers to 
helping residents access therapeutics 

• Accessing healthcare providers

• Unclear of eligibility criteria

• Transportation barriers

• Perceived cost barriers

• Competing priorities
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Therapeutics navigator

Navigator can support the shelter and patient to:
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Identify a healthcare provider to conduct medical assessment 
and prescribe COVID-19 therapeutics

Schedule medical appointments including telehealth visits

Arrange transportation to healthcare provider

Schedule pick-up or delivery of medications



Shelter role

• Test resident for COVID-19
• Take a picture of positive test if used an OTC test

• Screen for basic eligibility

• Provide educational information 

• Ask resident if they are interested in therapeutics

• Ask for consent to work with navigator

• Complete REDCap form to request a navigator

• Coordinate with navigator 
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https://redcap.health.state.mn.us/redcap/surveys/?s=PF4LNCTE4M343H8N
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• Submitter name
• Shelter address and 

contact information
• Patient name and 

birthdate
• Patient insurance 

information
• Date of symptom 

onset
• Date of positive test
• Accommodations

https://redcap.health.state.mn.us/redcap/surveys/?s=PF4LNCTE4M343H8N


Navigator role

• Review request for services

• Identify appropriate referral options

• Contact patient and/or shelter to review options

• Schedule appointments as necessary

• Arrange transportation as needed

• Follow up with shelter after services are provided (brief)
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Cost

MDH will not cover:

Costs associated with clinic visits or medication, if any (e.g., dispensing fee, 
administration fee, co-pays, etc.)
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Many no-cost options for COVID-19 therapeutics exist. 
The navigator will help to identify them.



Resources

• MDH Where to Access Oral Antiviral Therapy in Minnesota
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/hcp/medsaccess.html

• MDH COVID-19 Medications 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/meds.html

• MDH COVID-19 Therapeutics Checklist for Shelter and Correctional Settings 
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/theracong.pdf

• MDH Therapeutics Navigator Request Form 
https://redcap.health.state.mn.us/redcap/surveys/?s=PF4LNCTE4M343H8N

11/16/2022 health.state.mn.us 19

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/hcp/medsaccess.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/meds.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/theracong.pdf
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Navigator Introduction

Fadumo Egal

Afghan Refugee Health Screening Care Coordinator

Refugee and International Health Program, MDH

Office: 651-201-4354

Fadumo.Egal.Contractor@state.mn.us
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Questions?
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Vaccine Clinics

• MDH Community Vaccine Event Request Form is now live

• COVID-19 Vaccination Event Request Form for Congregate Settings (smartsheet.com)

• Statewide coverage: Local public health --> MDH contracted providers

• Services available:

• COVID-19 vaccine first shots, 2nd shots, bivalent boosters

• Influenza vaccine

• Harm Reduction services (Naloxone, fentanyl test strips, condoms, safer use supplies)
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https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/e576ad6ce41340089044c854a5934bf1


Questions and answers

• We will try to get to every question we 
can.

• Click the raise your hand button of the 
GoToWebinar toolbar. This will allow us to call on 
you and unmute your line to ask your question

• On the Questions tab of the GoToWebinar
toolbar

• Email elizabeth.dressel@state.mn.us
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Thank you!
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